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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the communication received on 03 February 
2006. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 03 
February 2006 has been entered. 

3. Claims 1-13 are cancelled. 

4. Claim 25 is new. 

5. Claims 14-25 are presented for examination. 

Specification 

6. The textual portion of the specification is replete with grammatical and idiomatic 
errors too numerous to mention specifically. The specification should be revised 
carefully. 

7. The applicant should use this period for response to thoroughly and very closely 
proof read and review the whole of the application for correct correlation between 
reference numerals in the textual portion of the Specification and Drawings along with 
any minor spelling errors, general typographical errors, accuracy, assurance of proper 
use for Trademarks ™, and other legal symbols ®, where required, and clarity of 
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meaning in the Specification, Drawings, and specifically the claims (i.e., provide proper 
antecedent basis for "the" and "said" within each claim). Minor typographical errors 
could render a Patent unenforceable and so the applicant is strongly encouraged to aid 
in this endeavor. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U-S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his Invention. 

9. Claims 14, 21 , 22, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

10. Claim 14 recites the limitation "an assigning unit that assigns the request 
processing unit to the multifunction machine based on the request, and sends a 
completion-of-assignment notification to the multifunction machine, the completion-of- 
assignment notification indicating that processing of the request is possible" in claim 14. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

1 1 . Claim 21 recites the limitation "processing requests by at least one of the request 
processing units, the request being received from at least one of the multifunction 
machines; assigning the request processing unit to the multifunction machine based on 
the request, and sending a completion-of-assignment notification to the multifunction 
machine, the completion-of-assignment notification indicating that processing of the 
request is possible; and canceling the assignment of the request processing unit to the 
multifunction machine when the request is not received within a predetermined amount 



Application/Control Number: 10/721,512 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2142 

of time, and" in claim 21 . There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. 

12. Claim 22 recites the limitation " assigning a processing request to a usable 
multifunction apparatus among the multifunction apparatuses based on operation 
content of the request and transmitting a notification indicative of the assignment to the 
usable multifunction apparatus; and executing a function via the usable multifunction 
apparatus in accordance with the assigned request." in claim 22. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

1 3. Claim 24 recites the limitation " assigning a processing request to a usable 
multifunction apparatus among the multifunction apparatuses based on operation 
content of the request and transmitting a notification indicative of the assignment to the 
usable multifunction apparatus; and executing a function via the usable multifunction 
apparatus in accordance with the assigned request." In claim 21 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

1 4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) 
that fomi the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 5. Claims 1-90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yoshlda et al. U.S. patent # 6,130,757. 
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16. As to claim 14, Yoshida teaches substantially the invention as claimed, including 
a server (Fig. 1, copying machine 1 as server 1 or PC 3) connected with a plurality of 
multifunction machines (Fig. 1, 1-6) via a network, the server comprising: 

a plurality of request processing units that process requests Qob requests) received 
from at least one of the multifunction machines (Fig. 1, the client apparatus 4 reads and 
send an image to the copying machine 1, col. 4, lines 30-51); 
an assigning unit that assigns the request processing unit to the multifunction machine 
based on the request (Figs. 12-13; col. 3, lines 1-17), and sends a completion-of- 
assignment notification to the multifunction machine, the completion-of-assignment 
notification indicating that processing of the request is possible (Figs. 11-13, Fig. 20, job 
ID row 1; col. 2, line 22 - col. 3, line 17); 

an assignment canceling unit that cancels the assignment of the request processing unit 
to the multifunction machine when the request is not received within a predetemilned 
amount of time (Figs. 11-13; col. 2, line 22 - col. 3, line 17); and 
an information recorder that has multifunction connection information, the multifunction 
connection information having infonnation indicative of whether the multifunction 
machine is in an operable state in linkage with the server, wherein the request is 
received based on the multifunction connection information (Figs. 11-17, connection tab 
and registration tab; col. 2, line 22 - col. 3, line 17). 

1 7. As to claim 1 5, Yoshida teaches, wherein the completion-of-assignment 
notification has information of a function, and the function is processable by the server 
(Figs. 11-17, 20; col. 2, line 22 - col. 3, line 17; col. 8, line 55 -col. 10, line 67). 



Application/Control Number 1 0/721 ,51 2 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2142 

1 8. As to claim 1 6, Yoshida teaches, the server further comprising: a fax that faxes 
image data (Figs. 11-17, 20; col. 2, line 22 - col. 3. line 17; col. 8, line 55 -col. 10. line 
67); 

wherein the request processing unit controls the fax and sends the image data received 
from the multifunction machine when the request processing unit receives the request to 
fax from the multifunction machine (Figs. 11-17. 20; col. 2. line 22 - col. 3, line 17; col. 8. 
line 55 - col. 10, line 67; col. 14. line 55 - col. 15. line 25). 

1 9. As to claim 1 7, Yoshida teaches a recorder that records image data; wherein the 
request processing unit records the image data received from the multifunction machine 
on the recorder when the request processing unit receives the request from the 
multifunction machine to record the image data (Figs. 11-17, 20; col. 2, line 22 - col. 3, 
line 17; col. 8, line 55 -col. 10, line 67; col. 14, line 55 - col. 15. line 25). 

20. As to claim 1 8, Yoshida teaches a utilizing situation recorder that records utilizing 
situation information received from the plurality of multifunction machines, the utilizing 
situation information being information how often each of the multifunction machines is 
used; and a utilizing situation infomnation transmitter that transmits, when any one of 
nodes makes a request for transmitting the utilizing situation information, the utilizing 
situation infonnation back to said node having transmitted a transmission request (Figs. 
11-17, 20; col. 2. line 22 - col. 3. line 17; col. 8, line 55- col. 10, line 67; col. 14, line 55 
- col. 15. line 25). 

21 . As to claim 19, Yoshida teaches wherein the utilizing situation information 
transmitter transmits the utilizing situation information to the node in accordance with a 
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predetermined schedule (Figs. 11-17, 20; col. 2, line 22 - col. 3, line 17; col. 8, line 55- 
col. 10, line 67; col. 14, line 55 - col. 15, line 25). 

22. As to claim 20, Yoshida teaches a destruction detecting unit that detects a 
destruction of the Infonnation recorded on the utilizing situation recorder; a utilizing 
situation infomiation managing unit that requests each of the multifunction machines to 
transmit the utilizing situation information when the destruction detecting unit detects the 
destruction, and again records the transmitted utilizing situation infomiation on the 
utilizing situation recorder (Figs. 11-17, 20; col. 2, line 22 - col. 3, line 17; col. 8, line 55 
- col. 10, line 67; col. 14, line 55 -col. 15, line 25). 

23. Claim 21 corresponds to the computer readable medium claim of claim 14; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 14. 

24. As to claim 22, Yoshida teaches a method of executing multiple functions using 
multifunction apparatuses connected to each other via a network, comprising: assigning 
a processing request to a usable multifunction apparatus among the multifunction 
apparatuses based on operation content of the request and transmitting a notification 
indicative of the assignment to the usable multifunction apparatus (Figs. 11-17, 20; col. 
2, line 22 - col. 3, line 17; col. 8, line 55 - col. 10, line 67; col. 14, line 55 - col. 15, line 
25); and executing a function via the usable multifunction apparatus in accordance with 
the assigned request (Figs. 11-17, 20; col. 2, line 22 - col. 3, line 17; col. 8, line 55 -col. 
10, line 67; col. 14, line 55 -col. 15, line 25). 

25. As to claim 23, Yoshida teaches, wherein the server has infomiation of each of 
the multifunction machines, and the infomiation has at least one of a status of the 
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multifunction machine, a type of executable job, an address on the network, user 
information and a type of connection (Figs. 11-17, 20; col. 2, line 22 - coL 3, line 17; col. 
8, line 55 - col. 10, line 67; coL 14, line 55 - coL 15, line 25), 
26. As to claim 24, Yoshida teaches a server connected with a plurality of 
multifunction machines via a network, the server comprising: 

a plurality of request processing units that process a request received from at least one 
of the multifunction machines (Fig. 1; col. 2, line 22 - col. 3, line 17; col. 8, line 55 -col. 
10, line 67; col. 14, line 55 - coL 15, line 25)\ 

an assigning unit that assigns at least one of the request processing units to the 
multifunction machine based on the request, and sends a completion-of-assignment 
notification to the multifunction machine, the completion-of-assignment indicating that 
processing of the request is possible (Figs. 11-17, 20; col. 2, line 22 - col. 3, line 17; col. 
8, line 55 -col. 10, line 67; col. 14, line 55 -col. 15, line 25)] and 
an assignment canceling unit that cancels the assignment of the request processing unit 
to the multifunction machine when the request is not received within a predetermined 
amount of time (Figs. 1 1-1 7, 20; col. 2, line 22 - col. 3, line 1 7; col. 8, line 55 - col. 10, 
line 67; col. 14, line 55 -col. 15, line 25), 

wherein the server has at least one of option information, multifunction machine 
connection information, non-self system linkage information, and intra self-system 
registration address information, the option information is information of a function 
executable by the server, the multifunction machine, the non-self system linkage 
information is used when the server accessed another system, the intro self-system 
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registration address information is used when the server accesses intra self-system 
(Figs. 11-17, 20; col. 2, line 22 - col. 3, line 17; col. 8, line 55 - coA 10, line 67; col. 14, 
line 55 - coA 15, line 25). 

27. As to claim 25, Yoshida teaches a method of assigning a request to multifunction 
apparatuses, comprising: receiving a request having a content indicative of a function to 
be executed and determining usability of the multifunction apparatuses to execute the 
function based on analysis of the received request (Figs. 11-17, 20; col. 2, line 22 - coA 
3, line 17; col. 8, line 55 - coA 10, line 67; col. 14, line 55 - coA 15, line 25)\ and 
assigning the request to an available multifunction apparatus among the multifunction 
apparatuses based on the analysis of the request and providing a notification indicative 
of the assignment (Figs. 11-17, 20; col. 2, line 22 - coL 3, line 17; col. 8, line 55 -col. 
10, line 67; col. 14, line 55 - col. 15, line 25). 

28. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3901. The examiner can nonmally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Frl. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Hai V. Nguyen 
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